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January 4th, found that open water lay before them. As all the
ice was in motion they started back to the Nimrod but soon saw
open water in all directions and that the floe was breaking up.
Thek peril was great and they dashed for the landward side, hoping
to get ashore. They succeeded in doing this, after frantic efforts,
by jumping from one piece of ice to another and dragging the
sledge across the gaps. A quarter of an hour after escaping to
land there was open water again. They were marooned on the
flank of Erebus, soaked to the waist and half-frozen; thek hands
were cut and bleeding ; they were worn out with thek exertions
and McGillan was snow-blind. Next morning he was in great
pain and his eyes were completely closed up.
They had camped on getting ashore and Mackintosh kept a
lookout for the ship, but it never came in sight.   On January 6th
both the men were snow-blind and could do nothing.   They cut
down their food, and were not well enough to attempt the hazard-
ous crossing of the glaciers until the i ith.    They had only enough
food left for three meals, and they carried altogether 40 Ibs. each
of equipment.    The mail-bag was too heavy and had to be left
behind.   They climbed about 5,000 feet, but having no spikes
they often fell on the slippery ice.   McGillan suddenly disappeared
into a crevasse with the primus stove and .all the food, which was
lost.   He was rescued by Mackintosh and fortunately was not
much the worse for his fall.    They then ascended higher, in the
vain hope of escaping from the crevassed area.   This way, how-
ever, was soon blocked in every direction except downwards, so
in desperation they let themselves glissade, we are told, about
3,000 feet.
Marvellous to relate they reached the bottom alive at 4 p.m.
on January nth and two hours later they saw the hut. Then a
blizzard began and they could not see 6 feet ahead. They stumbled
on, not daring to rest for more than a few minutes, and were found
by Bernard Day, at 7 p.m. on the izth, near the hut, in a state of
complete exhaustion. They soon recovered and three days later
Mackintosh was able to start out with the Bluff Depot Party.
The N/^^^had escaped from the ice and arrived at Cape Royds
on January 5 th. She went out on the yth to search for Mackintosh
and McGillan and was caught in the pack again, this time being
held up until the 15th, and drifting nearly as far as the Nordenskjold
Ice Tongue. On the i6th, Captain Evans found Mackintosh's
deserted camp, the mail-bag was secured and the ship proceeded